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William C. Summers, Editor-in-Chief
In December 1899 a group of about 30 scientists gathered in New Haven,
Connecticut to found the Society ofAmerican Bacteriologists (SAB). This group recog-
nized the need and value ofa formal organization to bring together the large and growing
number of investigators interested in the biological, agricultural, industrial, and medical
aspects of this young science. A letter signed by three bacteriologists, A.C. Abbott, H.W.
Conn, and E.O. Jordan, was circulated earlier in the year and invited interested individu-
als to attend a meeting during the meeting ofthe Society ofAmerican Naturalists, which
was scheduled for late December 1899.
The organizational meeting ofthe SAB took place on December 28, 1899 in the Yale
Medical School building on York Street in New Haven and was called to order by Dr.
Conn. There then followed a scientific session of seventeen presentations. These papers
focused on the important issues of the day, most of which had to do with public health,
disinfection, food bacteriology, sanitary bacteriology, and a smattering ofpathologic bac-
teriology. The third session, held in North Sheffield Hall on the Yale campus the next day,
saw the adoption ofa constitution and bylaws ofthe new society and election ofofficers:
President, William T. Sedgwick; Vice President, A.C. Abbott; Secretary-Treasurer, H.W.
Conn; and Council members H.C. Ernst, E.O. Jordan, A.E. deSchweinitz, and Theobald
Smith.
At the centennial meeting oftheAmerican Society for Microbiology, held in Chicago
in May 1999, two symposia were held that reviewed the roles of some ofthe early presi-
dents of the Society as scientists, intellectuals, and as academic and organizational lead-
ers. The emphasis was on the first halfofthe Society's history and consideration ofliving
former presidents was deferred to some future meeting. The papers in this issue represent
a selection of symposium papers and, collectively, provide a comprehensive view of the
influence and importance ofmicrobiology and its largest organization in scientific life of
America in the first half ofthe twentieth century.
It is especially gratifying that the YaleJournalofBiology andMedicine is able topub-
lish this special issue because ofthe role played by Yale as host to the founding meeting,
and because of the "Yale connection" to the ASM through several presidents (C.-E.A.
Winslow, L. Rettger, and S. Bayne-Jones) and the involvement of many Yale graduates
including the first two presidents, W.T. Sedgwick and W.H. Welch.
The symposia were organized by Rivers Singleton, Jr., with the assistance ofWilliam
C. Summers, and the sponsorship of the Archives Committee ofthe American Society of
Microbiology.
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